Camp San Luis Obispo
2008 implementation grant summary report

JULY 27, 2008

1) Accomplishments:
In July of 2008, Camp San Luis Obispo (CSLO), CA Army National Guard received $14,500 of CCC support through the MBNEP Watershed Grant program. As a result the following projects were identified and successfully accomplished starting July 2008 and ending May 2009.
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Figure 1. 2008/9 Completed Projects Map
a.) Maintenance and erosion control at La Primera and Grand Canyon restoration sites. 

Crews were very busy supporting the mine restoration site this year. After three years of irrigation the native plants have become established. As a result the irrigation system is no longer needed. Crews collected and stockpiled all emitters before disassembling all the irrigation tubing associated with both sites. This material was hauled off site to a disposal site on base. Additional time was spent in the redesign and implementation of additional erosion control best management practices at various locations including the installation of jute netting, brush boxes and rock weirs. 
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Figure 2. Mine restoration maintenance

CCMP Action Plans Supported:
· CC-7: WATERSHED CREW: Establish Watershed Crew to provide planning, labor, outreach, and mapping services throughout the watershed and across the breadth of the priority issues.

· HMT-1: Remediate inactive/abandoned chromium and nickel mines in the upper Chorro Creek watershed to reduce heavy metals and sediment loading to the estuary and creeks.

· SED-2: Install new and maintain existing sediment traps in order to reduce the delivery of sediment to Morro Bay.

· SED-4: Supply the technical and financial assistance to landowners to implement Best Management Practices (BMP) on their land.

· SED-7: Provide incentives for landowners to encourage implementation of Best Management Practices (BMPs) for erosion control and sediment retention.

b.) Erosion control projects through out CSLO training areas

A great deal of emphasis was placed on installing brush box and rock check dams in select gullies through the installations. This was both a good exercise for both the CCC’s and CSLO staff as we all learned collectively what worked well, what didn’t and how each site presents a unique challenge. Approximately 100 check dams were installed.
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Figure 3. Brush box check dams
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Figure 4. Rock check dams

CCMP Action Plans Supported:

· CC-7: WATERSHED CREW: Establish Watershed Crew to provide planning, labor, outreach, and mapping services throughout the watershed and across the breadth of the priority issues.

· SED-2: Install new and maintain existing sediment traps in order to reduce the delivery of sediment to Morro Bay.

· SED-4: Supply the technical and financial assistance to landowners to implement Best Management Practices (BMP) on their land.

· SED-7: Provide incentives for landowners to encourage implementation of Best Management Practices (BMPs) for erosion control and sediment retention.

c.) Noxious Weed Control
CCC members assisted in the hand removal and bagging of noxious weed species that compete with native grasses leaving areas open and susceptible to erosion after weed canopy dies back. This effort worked in conjunction with a larger training lands program involving chemical treatment to control the spread of noxious weeds within CSLO and the Chorro watershed.
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Figure 5. Noxious weed removal

CCMP Action Plans Supported:

· CC-7: WATERSHED CREW: Establish Watershed Crew to provide planning, labor, outreach, and mapping services throughout the watershed and across the breadth of the priority issues.
· HAB-6: Maintain and promote adequate wetland resources and riparian vegetation through identification and implementation of proven management techniques.

· HAB-9: Implement management measures to control the impacts of non-indigenous species on wetland and upland habitats.
d.) Habitat Enhancement
CCC members constructed a fence enclosure for oak tree plantings as a mitigation requirement from a recent construction project along San Benito Creek. The fenced  site will exclude cattle from the 40 oak seedlings. Future plantings will be made up the drainage to re-establish oak woodland habitat and corridor connectivity.
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Figure 6. Oak tree enclosure

CCMP Action Plans Supported:
· CC-1: HABITAT acquisition: Acquire or otherwise protect lands that contain ecologically valuable habitat or habitats that provide beneficial functions to the estuary.
· CC-7: WATERSHED CREW: Establish Watershed Crew to provide planning, labor, outreach, and mapping services throughout the watershed and across the breadth of the priority issues.

· SED-4: Supply the technical and financial assistance to landowners to implement Best Management Practices (BMP) on their land.
1) Other groups involved:
All projects were identified, coordinated, supervised by the CSLO Integrated Training Area Management and Environmental Staff. 
2) POC:
CSLO ITAM Coordinator: Chris Long
805-594-6575

Christopher.long17@us.army.mil
Or 

CSLO LRAM Coordinator: Pete Waldburger

805-594-6215

Peter.waldburger@us.army.mil
3) Methodology:
Projects were implemented using established standard best management practices (BMP’s) including but not limited to: installing geofabric under gabion rock when armoring drainage ditches, utilizing barb-less wire on the bottom wire of cattle exclusion fencing to facilitate wildlife movement. 
4) Budget:
Budget control was managed entirely by the California Conservation Corps.

5) results:
The project support provided by the CCC was a tremendous success. Cumulatively, the benefits of these small projects are realized watershed wide by reduced sedimentation down stream, enhanced wetland and riparian habitat, improved water quality, and improved grassland habitat.
